
Contradictions Continued

Page 1

A B
I am wearing a shirt. I am not wearing a shirt.

Good ways to describe A & B.

A & B is contradiction.

A is true means B is not true.

Both A & B can't be true.

A is contradiction to B

Only one of A or B can be true.

Given A, B is impossible.

A & B are not compatible.

 (Grammatically or Otherwise) 
Bad ways to describe A & B.

A contradicts B.  A is a 
contradiction of B.

A & B contradict (one 
another/each other).

A & B are contradiction.  A & B 
are contradictions.

A & B are contradictory 
(statements).

A contradict B.  A is contradict B.  
A & B are contradict each 
other/one another.

A & B together express a 
contradiction.

If A is true, B cannot also be 
true.

A being true would rule out the 
possibility of B.

In my opinion, A doesn't 
contradict B.  

A & B can't both  be true at the 
same time.

A & B are mutually exclusive 
conditions.

A & B could both be true at the 
same time if I am a different 
person in each sentence.

If you think what I'm wearing is a 
shirt, but I think it's a vest (not a 
shirt), A & B can both be true at 
once.

Both A & B can't be true at 
once.

A doesn't rule out the possibility 
of B because I will eventually take 
off my shirt.

If we accept that A is true, that 
would rule out B also being 
true.

A & B describe different aspects 
of me and my relationship to a 
shirt. Therefore both may be true 
in different situations.

If you close your eyes, you don't 
know if A or B is true, so they 
both could be true.

If both A & B were true, it would 
be 
contradictory/illogical/paradoxic
al.

There is only one of me, but the 
world contains many shirts.  The 
individual angle and the big 
picture of the world show different 
aspects of the topic of shirt-
wearing and can coexist without 
contradiction.

A is compatible with B because 
they are clearly related.

Sometimes A is true, and 
sometimes B is true, but they're 
never both true (at once).

Although A & B are totally 
different, they don't contradict on 
another.  [sic]
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Good Questions Bad Questions
Do A & B contradict? Is A & B contradict?

Is A & B contradiction?
Are A & B contradictory?

Neither A nor B must be true (A 
& B do not exhaust all possible 
conditions...I may be either 
putting on or taking off a shirt, 
during which time neither A nor 
B would be true.)

A is not contradict with B.  A & B 
aren't contradicted.  A & B don't 
contradict on another.

(and vice versa, the positions A 
& B may be reversed and still 
be OK.)

A & B are reasonable from 
different perspectives.  It is 
reasonable that I sometimes am 
wearing a shirt, just as it is 
reasonable that I sometimes am 
not wearing a shirt.

Is there a contradiction 
between A & B?
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